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The C3 Inquiry Arc 



Students will need 

considerable  
guidance & support 
from adults  
to do inquiry  



Inquiry	
Design	
Model	
(IDM)	

Scaffolding	
inquiry	



 

Scaffolding is intentional   



 
Scaffolding  
is meant to come down   



If	students	are		
asked	a	
COMPELLING	
QUESTION	…	

Students	answer	
in	the	form	of	a	
SUMMATIVE	
ARGUMENT	

In	the	middle	are	the	
SUPPORTING	QUESTIONS	&	

FORMATIVE	TASKS	

IDM™	Follows	C3	Inquiry	Arc	

S O U R C E S	



Component	I	
QuesEons	

Component	II	
Tasks	

Component	III	
Sources	



The	IDM	Blueprint	





The	Advantages	of	IDM		
	
1.  Inquiry-based	teaching	maLers	
2.  Inquiry	when	it	makes	sense		
3.  MulEple	entry	points	to	inquiry	
4.  Focus	on	key	elements	of	

instrucEon:	quesEons,	tasks,	and	
sources		

5.  TranslaEon	of	standards	into	
curriculum		

6.  Coherence	across	standards,	
curriculum,	and	assessment		

7.  ConnecEons	to	literacy	
8.  OpportuniEes	for	civic	parEcipaEon		
9.  Support	rather	than	teacher	

experEse	and	agency		
10.  Inquiry-based	teaching	works	


